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Whose Money Is It Anyway?

By Dan Wilson

In the introduction of his book, Whose Money Is It Anyway?, John McArthur states
that the “. . . credibility of our Christianity is at stake in the handling of our funds.
That’s why we must treat money as stewardship.” He continues with the example
that “if your employer gives you one hundred dollars to buy something for him, and
then demands an accounting of how you spent the money, you are going to take
good care of the money. But if you have one hundred dollars of your own money,
then you'll spend it how you please. But whose money is it really? The answer is,
God’s. So, if you have to give an account to your employer, how much more of an
account will you have to give to God for how you spend His money?”

Didn't Jesus address this in a familiar parable? In Matthew 25:14-30 He tells about
a man going on a journey who entrusts his funds to three servants. To one he gives
five talents to manage, to another two, and to the third one. When the man returns
he discovers that the first two servants had invested the funds, doubling the original
value. The third man, however, afraid of losing it, simply buried the money in the
ground receiving no return from it whatsoever.

We work hard for our money, you and I, earning every penny by the sweat of our
brow. But McArthur raises a crucial question, in the end “whose money is it anyway?”
Who gave us the ability to work and earn in the first place? Who placed us in a free
land that allows us the opportunity to gain wealth?

Besides reminding us whose it is Jesus’ parable brings up another critical point — one
we often times overlook — that stewardship is risky business. The fact that the two
servants who invested received positive returns tends to disguise the fact that in
order to do so they took risks; for investing by its very definition implies risk taking.
And as evidenced by current market conditions, investments do not always yield
positive returns.

Giving to the church is risky business. We would like to think that the money we
give always goes to good use. But sometimes we don't agree with what the church
does with the money we give. In fact, we don't always agree with the church, period.
But does that mean we shouldn't give? Hardly! Jesus words, you see, were harsh
toward the servant who buried the money in the ground. Oh, he didn't lose anything,
but neither was the money given a chance to grow. The “wicked, lazy” servant as
Jesus referred to him was afraid — afraid to take a risk, to invest in the advancement
of God’s Kingdom.

Stewardship is indeed risky business, but unless we are willing to take a risk by
investing in God’s Kingdom there will be no return, no growth, depriving present
and future generations from knowing God and His wonderful deeds. Giving of
what has been entrusted to us is the one sure way of scattering seeds, some of which
will fall on good soil and produce crops — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown. Think about it. Besides, whose money is it anyway?
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Pentecost
May 11, 2008

This year on Pentecost, which is also
Mother’'s Day, we will combine the
Traditional and River services. The
service will be at 10:00 a.m. in the
church.



May Activities

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
— 7:30 am, Saturday, May 10
in Harman Hall.

C. S. Lewis Book Group — 6:30
pm, Monday, May 12 at the
home of Jim & Muffy Carlo.

Evangeline Deadline — Tuesday,
May. 15 for the June issue.

“Getting to Know You” Party —
5:00-7:00 p.m. at the home of
Joe & Jan McKinnis.
Sponsored by the Greeters.

Greeters Fellowship — 6:30 pm.
Thursday, May 1 at the home
of John & Eileen Kalb.

Golf Tournament — Saturday,
May 17, 8:30 am at Indian
Creek Golf Club.

Holy Days — May 1, Ascension
Day; May 2, St. Philip & St.
James, Apostles; Pentecost,
May 11.

Healing Prayer Teams Are
Available — 6:30-7:30 pm,
Mondays, May 12 & 19, in
the Healing Center.

Mothers’ Day — Sunday, May 11.

Sandwich Ministry — 9:30 am,
Thursday, May 22.

Savvy Seniors — Thursday, May
15, 6:30-9:00 pm in Harman
Hall.

Soaking Prayer — 6:30 pm,
Monday, May 5, in the
Healing Center.

Ultreya — 6:30 pm, Sunday,
May 18 at the home of Jim &
Jocelyn Wheaton.

Vestry Meeting — 12:30 pm,
Sunday, May 18, in Room
205.

Women’s Bible Study — 6:30 pm,
Monday, May 12 & 19.

Youth Sunday — Sunday, May 4.

Weekly Events

Sundays
Christian Education for all ages
—11:20 am -12:20 pm.
St. Clare’s Guild —2:00 pm in the
Conference Room.
SLY (St. Luke’s Youth) — 6:00-
7:30 pm on May 4 & 18 only.
Tuesdays
Sunday Leaflet Announcements
— are due by noon. E-mail to
jmoore@stlukesdallas.org.
Wednesdays
Group Intercessory Prayer
— 7:30-8:30 am in the Healing
Center.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
— 7:30-9:30 pm.
Thursdays
Women'’s Bible Study
—10:15 am in the Royal Lane
church entrance.
Fridays
MSG (Men’s Small Group) Bible
Study — 7:15-8:15 am in the
Conference Room.

Where's Robert?

Father Robert Magoola is now serving as
an extension of our staff at Good
Shepherd Anglican Church in Louisville,
Kentucky. Please pray for him as he begins
to work with this new congregation.

Fr. JJ Farewell
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Rector Search

As Canon Neal recently stated, the Search
Committee has good news. We are
excited that the process is working and
we are closer than ever to calling a new
rector. Here's what we've been up to.

The Search Committee met on Saturday,
April 5" to review resumes and other
materials submitted by candidates who
have expressed an interest in St. Luke’s.
At this meeting, a short list of candidates
was developed. The committee is
currently in the process of conducting
group phone interviews and parish visits
with the potential candidates. On April
8th, the committee met with Suffragan
Bishop-elect Paul Lambert to discuss the
search process and receive his wise counsel
and encouragement.

Overall, the committee has prayerfully
considered and contacted over 50 names
provided to us by members of the parish,
friends of St. Luke’s, or in response to
website postings. We meet regularly on
Tuesday evenings and for the next few
weeks will also meet on Thursday
evenings.

Please continue in prayer for the search
committee and the new rector that God
has for us. If you have questions or
concerns regarding the search process,
please contact a member of the committee
or the Vestry.

Joel Hatfield
for the Search Committee



