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“Praising e Serving Sharing’

Stewardship and
the Sacramental Life

As a clergyman, I sometimes sense an inaudible groan from parishioners when
I mention the word “stewardship”. There are those who hear “stewardship”
as an ecclesiastic euphemism for “fundraising”, much like the use of the word
“chalice” for “cup” or the word “corporal” for “placemat”. However, stewardship
is much more than a pledge drive.

The discipline of wise stewardship is commended by scripture as the appropriate,
joyful, grateful response to all of the blessings bestowed upon us by God. In
other words, stewardship is a means by which we enter more fully into the
sacramental life. Your stewardship of your finances makes possible your pledge
to St. Luke’s, but more importantly your financial stewardship heightens your
awareness of God's presence in your life as you offer tangible concrete thanks
day after day, week after week, throughout the year. This results in spiritual
rewards that can't be foreseen, but that are many times greater than the
sacrifice you make in fulfilling your pledge.

Perhaps the reason that the word “stewardship” has come to mean “fundraising”
in the minds of many congregants is because the church usually only talks about
it with regard to finances when it is formulating its next year’s budget. This
is unfortunate because as children of God, we are blessed with so much more
than money: body and health, family and friends, mind and ability, time and
opportunity, parish and community, soul and divine spirit. In the coming year
you will be invited to participate in events and programs that will help you to
learn about and exercise wise stewardship in each of these areas. As we respond
to God's gifts to us with ever more gratitude, we will increase our capacity to
serve Him and “the least of these,” in fulfillment of our mission as individual
Christians and as a Christian Community. I hope that you will participate in
these events because wise stewardship, as a dimension of the sacramental life,
is best and most effectively lived out in the context of community.

— Fr. Robert

Cookies, Caroling, & The Crossing

St. Luke’s invites you to "Cookies, Caroling, and The Crossing" on December
14" from 4 to 6 PM. Please bring yourself and a batch of holiday goodies to
St. Luke’s around 4:00, and while volunteers gather the goodies into baskets
for the home-bound, The Crossing will provide a “Caroling” service until 4:45.
Once the goodie bags are complete, we will bless them, and in groups, deliver
them with a carol on our lips, and love in our hearts!
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Advent Lessons

and Carols

It's hard to believe that Advent is
here, which also means that holiday
parties, family gatherings, Christmas
shopping, and millions of other last
minute things to do are here as well.
While this is a joyous and festive time
of year, sometimes one needs to retreat
from all the blinking lights, sparkling
decorations, “mega” sales, and crowds
of busy shoppers.

Join the All Saints Choir, on Sunday,
December 7% at 5:00 PM for Advent
Lessons and Carols in the chapel
(followed by our traditional wine and
cheese reception). This is the second
event of this season for the Michaelsen
Music and Arts Series. Enjoy beautiful
music in a peaceful setting. Ponder
what this time of year is all about and
relish in all the blessings that we are
given.



Dec. Activities

Advent Home
Communions— 6:30 PM,

Thursday, Dec. 4, 11, & 18.
(See article for details.)

Advent Lessons & Carols— 5:00—
PM, Sunday, Dec. 7, in All
Saints Chapel.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew— 8:00
AM, Saturday, Dec. 6, in
Harman Hall.

Church Office Closed—noon
Wednesday, Dec. 24 until
Monday, Dec. 29.

Cookies, Caroling and The
Crossing—4:00 PM, Sunday,
Dec. 14, starting in Harman

Hall.

Diocesan OSL Meeting—9:30
AM Saturday, Dec. 6, in the
Healing Center.

Evangeline Deadline— Monday,
Dec. 15 for the January issue.

Greeters Fellowship with Home
Communion— 6:30 PM,
Thursday, Dec. 4, at the home
of Pat & Bobbie Melugin.

Honduras Team Meeting— 4:00
PM, Sunday, Dec. 14 in
Harman Hall.

McNutt Level I Class— 1:00-2:30
PM, Saturdays, Dec. 13 & 20.

Healing Prayer Teams Are
Available— 6:30-7:30 PM,
Mondays, Dec. 8 & 15, in the
Healing Center.

Order of St. Luke Class— 10:00—
11:30 AM, Saturdays, Dec. 13
& 20.

Sandwich Ministry—9:00 AM,
Wednesday, Dec. 24.

Soaking Prayer— 6:30 PM,
Monday, Dec. 1, in the Healing
Center.

Weekly Events

Sundays
Coffee Time—11:15 AM in the

Breezeway.
Christian Education
Adults—11:30 AM-12:15 PM.

Children & Youth (EYC)
—11:15 AM—-12:15 PM.

St. Clare’s Guild—2:00 PM in the

Conference Room.

Tuesdays

Sunday Leaflet Announcements—

are due by noon. E-mail to
jmoore@stlukesdallas.org.

Small Group for Thirsty
Adults — 6:30-8:00 PM in the
Youth Room.

Wednesdays

Coffee with the Clergy— 7:30—
9:00 AM at Starbucks in the
NE section of Preston/Royal.

Intercessory Prayer—7:30-8:30
AM in the Healing Center.

Bell Choir Rehearsal — 6:30-7:30
PM

Choir Rehearsal —7:30-9:30 PM
Thursdays

Women’s Bible Study— 11:15
AM in the Conference Room.
Fridays
MSG (Men’s Small Group) Bible
Study—7:15-8:15 AM in the

Conference Room.

Ultreya— 6:30 PM, Sunday, Dec.
14 at the home of David &
Carolyn Carroll.

Vestry Meeting—7:00 PM,
Tuesday, Dec. 16, in Room 205.
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Advent Home
Communions

Advent Home Communions are a time
for parishioners to open their homes to
friends and neighbors to celebrate the
Eucharist.

This year they are scheduled at 6:30 PM
on three Thursdays:

ol

December 4 at the home of Pat &
Bobbie Melugin, in conjunction
with the Greeters Fellowship, 7139
Lavendale Ave., Dallas;

December 11 at the home of John &
Anna Moore, 4548 Cedarbrush Dr.,
Dallas;

December 18 at the home of Ren &
Angela Deaton, 2100 Rose Cliff Ln.,
Carrollton.

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve

5:00 PM, Family Eucharist,

in the Church.

10:00 PM, Carols, in the Church.
10:30 PM, Sung Holy Eucharist,

Rite II.

Christmas Day

10:00 AM, Holy Eucharist,

Rite II, in All Saints” Chapel.



Honduras Mission
February 18-25, 2009

St. Luke’s will travel to Honduras again this February for our annual Mission to serve the needy in the Siguatepeque
area in Central Honduras. We are looking for missionaries to work in the Medical, Construction and Christian Education
areas. Experience in these areas is not required — all skills are needed!

If you are interested in attending the Mission or working as part of the home team, please join us at 4:00 PM in Harman
Hall, on Sunday, December 14%. We will have a Wine and Cheese reception. Please come to hear about our work and
how you can be a part of this vibrant team at St. Luke’s. The cost to go on the trip is $1,100.

Special Donations Needed

We have an urgent need for dental equipment. Our dental
procedures are basic, mostly extractions, but proper
equipment enhances the dentists” ability to serve more
patients. We request support for:

3 Portable Dental Chairs — $1,500 each

Multiple Dental Instruments — $50 or $100 or $300
each

If you can support this cause, please send a check to St.
Luke’s designated for ‘Honduras’

We are so thankful for the support the St. Luke’s people
have provided over the years. This year brings a need for
extra support, as we are reforming and will not be joined
by other churches in the Diocese as we have in the past.
Many blessings to you.

Carol Taylor
972-380-1230 (Home); 214-850-7778 (Cell)

Bishop Lloyd Allen with team translator Dunia Carolina Ramirez
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Wednesday Night at St. Luke’s

From October 1°t through November 19%, St. Luke’s families
met for fellowship and an excellent catered meal. Following
the meal, the St. Luke’s Children’s Choir met and the adults,
led by Fr. Robert and Curate Clayton, studied Bishop N. T.
Wright's Simply Christian book and video.

A new study is planned for the spring session, January 15
through February 18.

The Plaid Door

This is just a small sample of the lovely Christmas items
currently available in the Plaid Door.

Thanks to the diligence and determination, to say nothing
about the hard work of the Plaid Door volunteers, a
substantial gift was made to St. Luke’s. The new chairs in
Harman Hall were purchased and now make a handsome
improvement and more comfortable seating in Harman
Hall.

Monies have also been given in the name of the Women of
St. Luke’s through the work of the Plaid Door for a stained
glass window in All Saints chapel.

These gifts are made possible through the efforts of a
dedicated group of volunteers. It is imperative that we
increase the number of volunteers at the Plaid Door so
that we can continue to contribute to St. Luke’s needs as
well as the needs in our community.

Please give thought and consideration to giving some
hours to the ongoing work of the Plaid Door. We are open
Tuesday through Saturday from 9:30 AM through 1:00 PM.
Hopefully, with an increase in workers, we may be able to
reopen on Mondays in the future.

The 1:00 PM closing time is correct and went into effect on
October 15, It was decided to stay open to accommodate
some lunch time customers. Also, decided at a recent
meeting, the minimum check that will go to customers
will be $15.00 not the usual $10.00. This will not only
save time and money, but also bookkeeping work. As a
refresher, all consignments to the Plaid Door have a 60-40
split, with 60% going back to the customer.

Again, please give thought and prayer to volunteering at
the Plaid Door. It is the place for friendship, fellowship,
and reaching out to others.

— Pat Baker
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The 2" Annual Family &

Friends Music Recital

The title says it all: “Family & Friends Music Recital”. That
means the music ministry wants you to be involved and
share your musical talents with us! We're calling all ages,
instruments, and levels. This is a chance for you to oil up
your old trumpet valves, dust off that violin, or tickle
those ivories once again. Don't let the word “recital” scare
you! Come join in the fun as we celebrate family, friends,
and the joy of music — music played by you!

The recital will be held on Sunday, January 4% at 4:00 PM.
We'll begin the program in the chapel and then move to
the church. Please contact Susan De Kam if you'd like to be
involved. Remember, it doesn’t matter whether you play
chopsticks or a Beethoven Sonata — just have fun!

Zachary Farnsworth
Eagle Scout

Zach, 17, led a group of Boy Scouts in a renovation of
bleachers at Fretz Park in conjunction with the Spring
Valley Athletic Association and the City of Dallas for
his Eagle project. The project included welding broken
supports, replacing missing sections, sanding & painting
the frames and replacing all of the seats. Zach is currently
the Senior Patrol Leader for Troop 570 and served as
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, Instructor,
0A Representative, Den Chief and Crew leader for Philmont
2007. He attended Philmont in both 2006 & 2007 and
Northern Tier Canoe Base. He is a Brotherhood member
of the Order of the Arrow.

Zach has served for many years as an Acolyte at St. Luke’s
and is a junior at Richardson High School. He is the son
of Becky & Jim Farnsworth.

Troop 577 at All Saints Camp

All Saints Camp and Conference Center was alive with
activity the first weekend in December as nearly 40
members of Troop 577 and Crew 577 staged a major
campout at the Center. Situated on Lake Texoma, All Saints
encompasses nearly 700 acres of natural beauty with more
than 5 miles of shore line.

The troop and crew spent the weekend teaching the
younger scouts important camping skills such as pitching
tents, cooking, and fire safety. The scouts hiked through
the wilderness learning about the local flora and fauna.

Troop 577 is the oldest ministry at St. Luke’s Church.
The troop has grown to more than 60 scouts. Crew 577 is
for older scouts and offers more advanced and engaging
programs for those scouts who have completed the majority
of requirement for the rank of Eagle Scout or who have
already attained the rank.

For more information on Troop 577, please contact Don
Winspear, Organizational Representative for Troop and
Crew 577.
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Dated Material

Please Deliver Immediately
Thank You

December Birthdays

(Dec 1) Kay Bain (Dec 3) Allen Mann (Dec 5) Juan Chavez (Dec 6) Mavis Moor, Collier
Barnett (Dec 7) Cynthia Mechler, William Everidge, Becky Farnsworth, Beth Kassanoft,
Doug Fletcher, Guadalupe Martinez (Dec 8) Sue Moore, Jo English, Madeleine Verges
(Dec 10) Oliver Snyder, Julian Kim, Kitty Fugitt (Dec 11) Pat Smith (Dec 12) Marion
Kirsten, Frances Moore (Dec 13) Nancy Young (Dec 14) Nancy Wyatt (Dec 15) John
Rush, Donna Wright (Dec 16) Emily Hansen (Dec 17) Anna Moore, Rebecca Davis
(Dec 19) Harrison Nowell (Dec 20) Mary Jane Dahlander, Brad Therriault (Dec 22)
Gail Cole, Lili Lofton (Dec 25) Patsi Nau (Dec 26) Carolyn Carroll (Dec 27) Catherine
Duncan (Dec 28) Peter Wright (Dec 29) Don Moore, Reagan Smith, Merlene Pierce,
Holly Hunt, Sophia Davis (Dec 31) Jim Wheaton, Taylor Wright, Elaine Hansen

December Anniversaries

(Dec 5) Bob & Patty Duncan (Dec 17) John & Eileen Kalb (Dec 18) Carey & Ruth
Walton (Dec 19) Bob & Anne Blackford (Dec 27) Betty & George Doughty (Dec 28)
George & Dottie Branch, Ken & Francine Bruggers (Dec 29) Allan & Barbara
Stockton, Preston & Mary Wiles (Dec 30) Allen & Leigh Mann (Dec 31) John &
Martha McCrady

Services at St. Luke’s

Sunday Eucharists

7:30 a.m. Rite | in the Chapel
10:00 a.m. Rite Il in the Church
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
“The Crossing” in the Chapel
12:30 p.m. Spanish Language
Eucharist
in the Chapel
6:00 p.m.Rite Il in the Chapel

Weekday Eucharists

VVEDNESDAY
6:30 a.m. Rite Il in the Chapel
THURSDAY
Noon Rite Il with Unction
In the Chapel

The Evangeline is published by St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, Dallas, TX, 75230 and mailed 3" Class Bulk
Rate under permit #5275. Submissions by fax (214)
368-6315, disk or e-mail (stlukes @ stlukesdallas.
org) are due the 15" of each month. Questions?
Call (214) 368-6304.




